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BACP Advertising Policy – May 2013
All BACP members are required to abide by this advertising policy and should take care to 
ensure it is understood and that correct advertising is in place on literature including, but not 
limited to, websites, business cards, promotional leaflets and print adverts. 

If in doubt on the correct way to advertise, please contact BACP for advice before proceeding with printing. 

The Ethical Framework for Good Practice in Counselling and Psychotherapy sets standards in the exercise of 
probity in relation to one’s service to clients. Members found to be misleading or not abiding by the advertising 
policy will be subject to Professional Conduct Procedures and may be referred to the Advertising Standards 
Authority and/or relevant Trading Standards authority. 

Individual Members

1.	 Designatory letters

1.1	 Members who appear on the BACP Register for 
Counsellors and Psychotherapists

Where a member has achieved Senior Accredited 
status and also appears on the BACP Register they 
may use the following designation after their name:

Registered Member MBACP (Snr Accred) 

Where a member has achieved Accredited status 
and also appears on the BACP Register they may 
use the following designation after their name:

Registered Member MBACP (Accred)

Where a member has achieved Member MBACP 
level of membership and also appears on the BACP 
Register they may use the following designation after 
their name:

Registered Member MBACP

1.2	 Members who do not appear on the BACP 
Register

Where a member has achieved Senior Accredited 
status they may use the following designation after 
their name:

Member MBACP (Snr Accred) 

Where a member has achieved Accredited status 
they may use the following designation after their 
name:

Member MBACP (Accred)

Where a member has achieved Member MBACP 
level of membership they may use the following 
designation after their name:

Member MBACP

Individual Members, Associate Members and Student 
Members are not able to use designatory letters after 
their name.

2.	 Descriptors

As well as letters appearing after members’ names, 
members may also wish to use one of the following 
appropriate descriptors when advertising.

2.1	 Members who appear on the BACP Register

Members who appear on the BACP Register may 
describe themselves as a Registered counsellor and/
or psychotherapist and may use this description with 
their membership category if they wish.

2.2	 All Members

All members may advertise themselves using their 
appropriate membership category as follows:

I am a Senior Accredited Member of BACP (where 
additional accreditations have been achieved, for 
example in Children and Young People, members 
may also add this to their descriptor if they wish, 
i.e. a Senior Accredited Practitioner in Children and 
Young People (CYP)).

I am an Accredited Member of BACP

I am a member of BACP (MBACP)

I am an Individual Member of BACP

I am an Associate Member of BACP

I am a Student Member of BACP
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3.	 Logo

BACP will make free logos available for use of 
members who appear on the BACP Register only. 
Please note that only logos downloadable from the 
members’ area of the BACP website should be 
used on literature. The members’ area will provide 
you with your unique logo displaying your individual 
Registration number. Logos should not be adjusted 
in anyway i.e. colour, font or orientation should not 
be altered. 

BACP logos are trademarked and members misusing 
the logo or using the incorrect logo may be subject 
to Professional Conduct Procedures and may be 
referred to the Advertising Standards Authority and/or 
Trading Standards.

3.1	 Senior Accredited and Accredited Members 
who appear on the Register

Senior Accrediated and Accredited Members 
on the Register will have access to the following 
Register Logos:

3.2	 Other Members who appear on the Register

Members who have not yet achieved Senior 
Accredited or Accredited membership status will 
have access to the following Register Logos:

3.3	 Accredited Services and Courses

BACP Accredited Services and BACP Accredited 
Courses will have access to the logos entitled 
‘Service and Course Logos’ for a fee.

3.4	 Endorsed CPD activities

Providers of BACP Approved CPD will have access 
to the logos entitled ‘Approved CPD logos’ as part of 
the CPD Assessment Package 

4.	 Registration Numbers

For the clarity of the public and to allow potential 
clients to verify members’ legitimacy, BACP 
Registrants will be required to display their 
Registration number on all advertising literature 
including, but not limited to, websites, promotional 
leaflets, business cards and print adverts. This may 
be done through use of the Register Logo.

5.	 Web links 

5.1	 BACP website 

Use of the BACP corporate logo by members on 
websites or any other literature is not permitted.

 

Members who wish to link to the BACP website  
www.bacp.co.uk from their own website may display 
one of the following web link images: 

These can be accessed via the members’ area. 

 



5.2	 It’s Good to Talk

Members who wish to provide a link to It’s Good 
to Talk www.itsgoodtotalk.org.uk from their own 
website may wish to use one of the following web 
link images. 

The full range of web link images is available at: 
www.itsgoodtotalk.org.uk/useful-resources/logo-
resources

Please note: use of the ‘Counselling and 
Psychotherapy: It’s good to talk’ logo is not 
permitted. 

Organisational Members

BACP Organisational Members who are found to 
be misleading or not advertising in accordance 
with the BACP Advertising Policy may be subject 
to Professional Conduct Procedures and may be 
referred to the Advertising Standards Authority and/
or relevant Trading Standards Authority.

Organisational Members may state they are 
Organisational Members of BACP. 

Organisational Members are not able to use BACP 
or BACP Register Logos.

Organisations must not present employees and/
or volunteers working on behalf of the organisation 
as individual BACP Members, unless they hold their 
own individual membership. In which case, they 
must abide by the policy for Individual membership. 

Non-Compliance

BACP will proactively work to monitor adherence 
by members to the BACP Advertising Policy. 
Members found to be in breach of the BACP 
Advertising Policy will be informed that immediate 
corrective action must be taken.

Failure by a member to take corrective action will 
result in a member being subject to Professional 
Conduct Procedures.

Members who leave BACP through cancellation, 
termination of membership by BACP or non-
renewal must ensure that any mention of BACP 
membership and/or BACP Register Logos are 
removed from literature immediately. Failure to 
do so will result in BACP referring the case to the 
Advertising Standards Authority and/or relevant 
Trading Standards Authority.
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